/ 


In  the  mouth  of  March  laM  aent  a column-  i asked  Dr.  Cochrane  his  opinion  as  to  what  steps 
nicatiou  to  the  Boards  of  ^Mermpn  and  Ciuu-  j I ought  to  take  to  prevent  those  parties 


mon  Council  proposing  .V  iet  the  city  of  Mo-  | from  mining  me,  stating  to  him  that  I 'would 
bile  have  my  place  on  Government  street  mad  ! have  nothing  to  do  with  a 


for  a public  dumping-round,  and  to  ret  five 
all  night  soil,  deud.nimals,  &o.,  free  of  any 
charge  or  n^nse  to  the  city.  My  reasons  for 
,,,  ri-^  were:  Five  years  ago.  J started  the 

...... mtaoture  of  fertilizers  and  cleaning  vaults, 

hauling  dea  ! an iti &o.  While  engag’  d in 
my  business  1 found  th  fit  there  were  a num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  jn  cleaning  vaults,  &c., 
who  dumped  their  night  soil,  &e.,  in  the  < 'hoc- 
taw  swamp,  One  Mile  Creek  and  swamp,  and 
other  places  inside  the  city  limits,  thereby 
creating  a great  nuisance.  I knew  that  if  this 
uiattbr  was  brought  to  my  place,  I could,  with 
my  knowledge  of  disinfectants  and  the  busi- 
ness, not  only  abate  a great  nuisance  to  the 
city  but  manufacture  a “very  valuable  fertili- 
zer. M.y  communication  was  referred  to  Eie 
Joint  Hospital  Committee.  Dr.  Tbxey,  the 
d.'.wnnan  of  that  committee  came  to  mv  of- 
fice sevenA  times  for  information  in  regard  to 
my  cmnniunicM-iou  aim  ,..y  ground. 

After  several  conversations  with  him 
the  matter,  I sai  d it  would  be  a good  tiling  for 
the  city,  as  well  as  myself,  if  they  wouM  ac- 
cept of  my  place;  as  I asked  for  no  monoply, 
only  this : that  those  parties  who  wer*  clean- 
ing vaults  should,  instead  of  dumpin  ^ 
Choctaw  swamp,  One  Mile  Creek,  &o.,  be  c.->lu. 
pelted  to  bring  it  to  the  public  dunipn^ 
ground  or  s.aHs  it  outside  of  the  city  limits'. 


toy  joint  stock  com- 
panies, as  none  of  them  knew  anything  about 
the  business  I would  haye  all  the  labor  and 
trouble,  and  they  would  have  their-  share  of 
any  money  there  was  made  without  any  out- 
lay or  labor  on  their  part,  except  working  the 
contract  through  the  TK.-.i-ds.  Dr.  Cochrane 


agreed  with  me  and  said  ho  thought  he  could  I cool* 


me  pyid  back  the  money  1 had  spent  to  pay 
current  expenses.  I then  had  to  let  Mr.  Alex- 
ander know  the  truth  about  the  disposition  of 
the  r imey.  After  I h*d  made  tlie  statement 
to  him,  ha  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  A. 
J.  Hamilton,  one  of  the  Hospital  Committee, 
and  lit  him  know  the  facts  that  I bail  stated 
to  him.  1 did  so  voluntarily,  and  stated  to 
Mr.  Hamilton  the  substance  of  the  foregoing, 
tthor  began  to  try  to  get  my  money  from  Dr. 


help  me.  After  this  Dr.  Toxey  told  me  sev 
erai  times  to  see  Dr.  Cochrane,  as  he  could 
assist  me.  1 saw  Dr.  Cochrane  frequently  who 
fold  me  not  bo  be  downhearted,  that  he  Rad 
considerable  influence  with  the  Committee 
and  the  Boards,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
could  fix  things  all  right.  After  that  I did  not 
hesitate  to  talk 


After  several  applications  I re- 


ceivetf  three  hundred  (§3111))  dollars,  with  the 
promise  of  the  balance  shortly,  as  he  said  he 
was  waiting  to  got  returned  two  hundred  ($200) 
dollars  that  he  had  used  in  this  business. 
Abomthkt  time  I heard  that  an  investigating 
comnitteo  was  to  bo  appointed.  I went  again 
to  Dr.  Cochrane  to  get  my  money,  and  he  pro- 


le about:  the,  dumping  ground  to  t misedto  pay  me  the  amount  that  the  city  was  j 
Doctors  Cochrane  or  Toxey.  A few  days  after  i owinghim  on  account  of  liis  salary  as  Health  i 


this  i saw  Dr.  Cochrane  who  told  me  that  ii 
had  seen  Dr.  Toxey,  and  That  everything  was 
all  right,  but  that  it  would  require  some  ready 
means  to  pay  current  expenses,  and  if  he  had 
that  he  could  set  things  working.  1 told  him 
T would  see  him  again  shortly.  1 did  not  know 
where  to  raise  any  money*  just  then,  for  as 
usual  I had  none.  About  this  time  I was  do- 
ing some  work  for  Mr.  W.  A.  Alexander,  and 
I proposed  to  him  to  join  me  in  my  business 
provided  I obtained  the  dumping  ground,  after 
be  had  made  some  inquiries  about  me  from 
some  gentlemen  that  knew  me,  Ini  consented 
to  take 


Office  on  the  first  of  August.  1 was  afraid 
the  B'ards  would  appoint  that  committee  be- 
• >re  tic  first  of  August,  aud  I wre'  to  Coun- 
dniai  I.eiukauf  asking  him  to  ti  and  post- 
pone .ppoiuting  that  committee  until  after 
the  fiat. of  «.a^ust,  as  I had  a chance  to  get 
some  .of  my  money  back  at  that  time, 
but  ue  committee  was  appointed,  and 
on  A'gffst  2d,  1 received  a uote  from  Dr. 
Coch Hue,  'asking  me  to  come  to  his  office  the 
foHow«ug  night  at  7 o'clock  precisely.  I went, 
and  fink  a friend  with  me  (he  waiting  out- 


I said  that  the.prij-ij^ge  was  worth  so* 

"to  me, ’'at id  vvtfS  wining  to  pay  for  it  if 

sary.  I told  him  I (lid  not  have  any  money  j lars  to  buy  more  teams,  build  sheds,  See.,  he 
then,  but  that -I  could  pay  him  one  hundred  j to  be  secured  by  a mortgage  bill  of  sale  on  mv 
and  sixty-five  ($165)  dollars  per  month  for  the  j teams,  stock,  &c.  dhould  1 produce  this  con 
following  months:  April,  May  and  June,  j tract,  then  this  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  pur 
Dr.  Toxey’ s manner  led  me  to  believe  this  j chase  money  for  his  interest.  He  advauceu 
was  satisfactory.  I am  certain  he  did  not  try  me  the  money  not  knowing  what  use  I was 
to  appear  “ injured  tovnoccnee”  for  just  before  I about  to  make  of  it.  Shortly  after  I went  to 


o ok 

side).,  1 was  taken  into  the  back  room,  the 
ake  an  interest  in  my  business,  provided  I door  locked,  Dr.  Cochrane  putting  the  key  in 
nu  imii-igo.moot-  with  Pin]  P-  - n > '-on  vrs.it5  pi  be  pro- 

duce? i ne  following  paper : 


contract  that  would  pay  he  said  $50,000  per 
year ; and  tell  me  that  if  I did  not  enter  into 
this  agreement  that  my  labor,  wagons,  teams, 
and  all  belonging  to  my  business  would  be 
worth  nothing  to  me.  Yet,  bad  as  this  would 
make  me  appear,!  declined  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  their  ( job).  I can  say  that  sometimes, 
I am  mighty  short  of  money,  but  still  have 
always  paid  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar 
for  just  debts.  Perhaps  Mr.  Moses  knows 
some  who  are  perfectly  reliable  who  cannot 
do  that.  Now,  a few  words  in  regard  to  my 
connections  with  Dr.  G.  A.  Ketchum,  who 
also  thinks  me  such  a bad  egg.  In  186!)  1 at- 
tempted to  start  a joint  stock  company  for^fche 
purpose  of  manufacturing  Fertilizers,  a great 
many  business  men  in  the  city  interested  them- 
selves with  me  in  it.  We  put  in  a petition  be- 
fore the  boards  and  after  waiting  four  months 
for  the  committee  to  act,  I was  informed  that 
it  would  cost  $500  to  get  the  committee 
j to  act.  I told  Dr.  Keteiium  that  if  he  would 
j advance  the  price  of  one  share  ($500),  he 
! should  have  forty  dollars  taken  off  the  price  of 
! his  share.  He  gave  me  his  note  and  I went  to 
| Price  Williams  and  had  the  uote  shaved.  On 
I the  same  day  l gave  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee five  hundred  (500)  dollars,  anil  lie  gave 
j me  a note  to  the  City  Clerk,  directing  him  to 
! summons  the  committee  together.  I also,  at 
j noon  of  the  r ame  day,  went  to  Dr.  Ketchum  s 
J office,  to  let  him  read  the- note  for  his  own  sat- 
isfaction, as  he  distinctly  understood  what  the 
j price  of  his  share  was  going  to  be  used  for., 
t After  he  read  it  he  said  these  words : “Yes. 


of  cemiu  rumors,  and  for  the  information  of 


aU  Co.  -erued,  this  is  to  certify  that  I have  ne-  i 
vev  m or  paid  to  Jerome  Cochrane  any  sum, 


leaving  my  offi.de  he  expressed  a wish  to  bav< 
a fancy  chair  earth-closet  he  saw  there.  I told  ! 
him  yes  no  could  have  it;  he  left  his  address  [ 
where  to  deliver  it,  and  in  delivering  it  my  ! 
man  made  a mistake,  instead  of  leaving  it  at  ! 
Dr.  Toxey’s  private  residence  he  left  it  at  his  ! 
office  on  Conception  street.  As  soon  as  T*! 
heard  where  lie  left  it  1 sent  a hand-cart  to 
Dr.  Toxey’s  office  to  remedy  the  mistake,  but  j 
Dr.  Toxey  scut  me  word  that  he  had  got  a 
hand-cart  himself  and  sent  it  to  hie  private  re- 
sidence. Now,  there  was  no  sale  made  of  the 
chair-closet;  no  bill  ever  rendered;  no  entry 
in  my  books.  1 looked  upon  it  as  a gift,  and 
as  Dr.  Toxey  accepted  of  it  I took  it  for  gran' 
ed  that  th 


MU' ,py, 

whateer.’ 


large 


mall,  for  any  purpose^ 


Dr.  Cochrane’s  office  and  gave  him  the  means 
to  pay  current  expenses.’  After  the  delivery  I 
asked  Dr.  Cochrane  when  he  would  see  Dr. 
Toxey,  ho  said  about  10  o’clock.  About  eleven 
1 went  back  to  Dr.  Cochrane’s  office  and  asked 
him  ■ he. had  seen  Or.  Toxey;  he  said  he  had, 
aud  i aat  everything  was  ail  right.  After  leav- 
ing Ids  office  I went  past  D>\  Toxey’s  office, 

! and  1 asked  him  if  he  had  seen  Dr.  Cochrane 
; that  morning.  He  said,  yes,  he  had.  1 then 
i asked  Dry  Toxey  whether  lie  (Toxev)  and  Dr. 
j Cochrane  understood  each  other.  ‘ He  sai  l, 

| yes — all  right.  That  was  about  two  hours 
i after  the  money  had  been  paid  over  to  fir. 
Cochrane.  Shortly  after  this  Dr,  Toxey,  in  c 


He; aid  he  w ished  me  to  do  him  the  favor  to 
sign  i In  one  hand  he  held  a roll  of  money, 


ivraiigenient  we  had  been  talking  ] pauy  with  another  member  of  the  “Hospital 
about  was  perfectly  agreable  to  him.  M.y,  Committee,  came  out  to  my  place  and  inspect- 


belief  was  further  strengthened  by  Dr.  Toxey?  s 
coming  to  my  office  several  times,  I going 
to  bis.  and  alt  of  ,our  conversations  were  of  the 
most  friendly  nature. 

About  this  tikie  a notice  was  left  at  my  of- 
fice that  Mr.  A.  S.  Moses  wished  to  see  me’ up- 
on business.  I say  Moses,  and  lie  asked  me  if  j advertised  for  yet.  He  said  he  would  go  the  it 
I was  willing  to  go  Into  a business  that  would  | and  have  it  advertised.  On  the  last  day 


d my  premises,  and  1 seated  to  them  frankly 
! what  alteration  1 intended  to  make  if  1 got  the 
contract.  On  tlie  first  day  of  June  Dr.  Toxev 
j.came  to  me,  and  asked  me  to  make  out  my 
proposal  and  give  it  to  him.  I told  him  it  was 
T too  SO' in,-.,  v (hi ’ swj.’&.le.d  proposal*  had  not  hr 


pay  at  least  fifty  thousand  ($50,000)  dollars  per  | named  for  receiving  proposals',  ! left  hi; 
yea:-.  1 told  him  yea,  of  course  I would,  if  I j proposal  with  the  City  Clark. ' The  sal. 
could  only  see  it,  lie  then  told  me  to  meet  him  1 uing  I asked  Dr.  Toxey,  u,  w-  office,  v 


in  throther  a pen.  He  said  sign  this  and  the 
mono*  is  yours.  He  said,  sign  it,  Smith,  for 
the  site  (if  the  good  1 would  have  done  you; 
for  th  sake  of  Christianity  and  generosity.  I 
did  n t intend  to  sign  it,  but  said  give  me  the 
mon*  • first.  He  would  not  do  it.  After  three 
hours  trying,  T concluded  to  have  that  paper, 
and  t Alcl  get  it,  by  what  means  Dr.  Cochrane 
know*  Now  I am  invited  to  appear  before 
the  Investigating  Committee,  and  when  I saw 
time®  gentlemen  on  that  committee  who  I 
knew  were  in  favor  of  Dr.  Toxey,  1 
concluded  not  to  say  anything  unless 
that  committee  was  changed.  When  I 
went  into  the  committee  room  I called 
Mayor  Parker  and  Councilman  Anderson 
into  the  Mayor’s  private  office,  and  stated  ti 
i tem  that  I wished  to  state  f i-ukly  and 
b eely.  all  about  my  connection  with  the 
dumping  'ground,  but  that  I declined  to  do 
so  offiess  that  committee  was  partly  chang- 
ed- ,'le  mayor  aunt  tie  hail  no  power  to 
change  the  committee  and  advised  me  to 


day  at  the  Board  of  Trade  rooms  at  !> 


lie  eve- 

y,  in  hi->  omoc,  whether 
the  committee  would  meet  that  evening?  He 


’clock,  and  he  would  tiu.n  state  particulars,  i said  no,  he  could  hot  gat  the  committee  to- 


Aeeorditig  to  agreement  1 went  next  morniuj 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  rooms;  met  Mr.  A.  J. 
Moses  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Fort,  the  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In  our  conversation  he, 
Mr.  Moses,  said  that  if  I was  willing  to  join 
them  two  (Moses  and  Fort)  uwithtW0  others," 
we  could  obtain  a contract  from  the  city  for  a 
dimming  ground  worth  at  least  fifty  thousand 
(§50,0  )0)  dollars  per  year.  The  plan  proposed 
was  this : They,  Moses  and  Fort,  and  two 

others,  “names’  not  'mentioned,"  were  to  ob- 
tain the  contract  from  the  city  to  furnish  said 
city  with  a dumping  ground  for  the  term  of 
ten  years.  That  was  their  part.  I was  to  put 
m my  place,  containing  twenty-four  acres,  un 

It!  - '■  n.-.’.WIK,  It A.-. , . — X uu  

Ins  I was  then  using  in  my  business,  and  th- 
goodwill  of  my  business  which  I had  been  five 
1.5)  years  in  establishing.  After  this  contract 


gether.  He  then  asked  me  where  my  propo- 
sal was  ? I told  him  with  the  City  Clerk.  He 
then  said,  why  did  you  not  bring  it  to  me  ? 
I said  I thought  1 had  left  it  at  the  right  place. 
Next  morning  I went  to  his  office  again,  and 
said,  if  you  wish  my  proposal  I will  go  and 
bring  it  to  you.  He  said  that  he  had  been  to 
the  municipal  building  the  previous  evening, 
aud  got  it  himself.  He  then  proved  by  his  con- 
versation that  he  had  opened  my  proposal.  I 
was  very  much  surprised  that  my  sealed  pro- 
posal should  be  taken  out  of  the  office  of  the 
City  Clerk,  taken  to  Dr.  Toxey’s  office,  and 
opened  before  the  committee  met.  At  this 
time  my  proposal  was  the  only  one  that  had 

. **••*.  i f i . . » h v i * 

had  expired.  Soon  after  this  the  time  was  ex- 
tended, and  sealed  proposals  advertised  for 
again.  All  this  time  my  proposal  lies  open  i uDr. 


Smith,  grease  always  helps.”  That  day  the 
.•  immiUee  passed  our  petition,  as  did  the 
“Mc:p-J!,  August  oil.  18(2. — Inconsequence  Common  Council,  when  they  met,  but  it-  was  de- 
feated in  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen.  I still  tried 
to  induce  the  shareholders  to  start  work. — 
Some  wove  willing,  some  not.  Among  the  lat- 
ter, Dr.  Ketchnm.  After  this  Dr.  Ketch  uni 
demanded  of  me  the  amount  of  his  note.  I 
told  him  if  1 had  the  money  1 would  rather  pay 
him  than  that  he  should  lose  it,  but  that  I did 
not  have  it,  but  that  if  each  one  of  the  share- 
holders would  pay  their  pro  rata  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred,  I,  for  my  part,  would  consider 
my  loss  which  amounted  to  about  four  (4001 
hundred  dollars,  as  nothing.  In  the  early  part 
of  last  summer,  Dr.  Ketchnm  came  to  my  office 
and  demanded  of  me  an  order  on  the  city  for 
(§105)  the  amount  of  my  bill  for  work  1 had  been 
doing  on  the  City  Hospital.  I told  him  I could 
not  do  it  as  f had  already  given  it  to  John  11; 
O’Hara  in  part  payment  for  a horse  I had 
bought  of  him.  Di*.  Ketchum  then  said  that 
he  would  ruin  me  in  this  city.  1 hear  that  Dr. 
Ketchum  says  I signed  his  name  to  papers  I 
had  no  business  to.  This  is  not  so.  I did 
write  Dr.  Ketchum’s  name  with  thirty-six  (36) 
other  shareholders  names  on  my  memoran- 
dum paper,  not  otherwise.  I do  not  think  Dr. 
Ketchum  means  his  signature  to  the  proposal 
for  the  street  contract,  where  he  with  two 
other  gentlemen  of  this  city  and  myself  were 
to  be  equally  interested,  for  he  signed  that 
himself  in  his  own  office.  But  I take  it  for 
granted  that  his  testimony  before  the  Dump- 
ing Ground  Committee,  and  the  other  reports 
he  has  spread,  ate  tlie  first  steps  t owards  ful- 
filling his  promise  to  me  in  my  office  la*t sum- 
mer. 


y sealed  j tell  the  committee  what  I knew.  I look- 


bad  been  obtained,  Mr.  Moses  stated  that  a I Toxey’s  office.  Shortly  after  the  second  adver 


contract  for  cleaning  all  the  vaults  and  privies 
i n the  city  by  the  year  was  to  bo  obtained,  and 
that  we  should  form  a joint  stock  company  to 
work  these  contracts.  I asked  wlio  were  the 
oth-T  two  that  wore  to  be  interested  in  the 
job,  but  did  not  learn.  After  expressing  iqy 
doubts  about  their  being  able  to  obtain  su  di 
contracts,  Mr.  Moses  said  I need  not  have  any 
doubts  about  it;  that  he  would  never  take 
hold  of  such  a thing  without  he  was  sura  add 
knew  what  he  was  about.  He  then  told  nie 
very  plainly  that  my  wagons,  carts,  horses  and 
my  whole  business  would  be  worth  nothing  to 
me  wore  any  other  parties  to  get  these  Con- 
tract.-. . 1 acknowledged  that  to  be  so,  and 

xai  -i  I would  answer  him  on  to-morrow.  I 
considered  the  matter  over  aud  came  to  the 


tising  the  committee  met,  and  at  that  meet- 
i iug  I learned  that  Dr.  Toxey  said  my  proposal 
j could  not  he  entertained,  as  I had  tried  to 
| bribe  him.  At  this  time  there  are  two  other 
j proposals  in — one  of  these  from  Dr.  Savage,  a 
! brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Toxey.  After  the  com- 
mittee adjourned,  I met  Dr.  Savage  and  Dr. 
j Toxey  on  Sv.  HUuanuel  street,  and  wo  went 
! in  to  John  Myer’s  saloon  and  took  a drink. 
! i-'r-  Ravage  there  told  u#»  that  no  person  had 
| got  the  contract,  as  the  Committee  had  ad- 
j journed  to  meet  on  the  following  Friday.  I 
; also  heard  about  this  time  that  Dr.  To&ey  had 
told  the  membt  - " • 


old  t,ie  member  of  the  committee  who  was  ' nosal  and  wanted  ‘mine°for'’a  guide? 
,otii  hail  when  tuey  came  out  to  my  place,  coulc  he  keen  that  fancy  chair  closet  , 
that  he  had  never  been  there  before,  and  did  .... 

not  know  where  1113'  place  was.  Now,  I can 


conclusion  that,  unless  Dr.  Toxey  was  one  of  j prove  he  had  been  there  before,  for  r met  hi., 


the  tv->  not  mentioned,  T had  nothing  to  f 
believing  after  what  hail  passed  between  Dr. 
Toxey  and  myself,  that  he  was  1113  friend,  1 
concluded  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  Moses 
and  Fort,  and  next  day  sent  Mr.  Moans  a let- 
ter declining  to  go  into  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment. It  is  true,  l was  greatly  troubled  about 
this,  for  fear  that  some  ordinances  might  be 
passed  that  would  ruin  my  business  and  undo 
mv  labor  of  five  years,  and  my 
anxiety  may  be  imagined,  when  it  is 
understood  and  known  that  I was  the 
first  white  man  (if  the  investigating  commit- 
tee will  allow  me  to  call  myself  white)  to  es- 
tablish such  a business  in  the  city  of  Mobile  ; 
that  of  taking  that  which  had  before  been 
thrown  away  as  useless,  and  making  out  of  it 
a valuable  Fertilizer.  I was  certain  that  some 
steps  were  being  taken  in  the  matter,  and  Che 
m-oof  lean  give  is  the  nature  of  Dr.  Savage’s 
proposal,  and  Mr.  Moses  telling  me  several 
t unes  on  the  street  that  I would  never  have 
the  city  dumping  ground.  On  the  26th  of 
March  the  Hospital  Committee  through  Dr. 
Toxey  brought  in  the  following  report  in  an- 
swi  r to  my  oeiumunic^ou  : 


myself  as  ! was  going  homo,  he  comin; 
my  place,  l chon  had  a long  talk  with  him, 
and  showed  him  where  1 propos  ’d  placing 
lights  and  other  conveniences  for  the  teams 
coming  there  with  night  soil  during  the  night, 
and  when  I got  in  my  house  my  boy- told  me 
that  !)r.  Toxey  had  been  questioning  him  all 
about  my  business — how  I kept  down  all 
smells;  what  disinfectants  I used;  what  chern- 


ed  upon  that  committee  as  a jury,  aud  I be- 
lieve F.  had  the  right  to  object  to  those  gentle- 
men who  I believed  favored  my  enemies,  and 
who,  doubts  but  that  I was  correct  when  they 
read  the  report  of  the  comin  ittee;  and  I would 
like  to  ask  here,  why  is  it,  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  slandering  me,  is  published  to 
the  whole  world,  while  the  testimony  upon 
which  they  base  their  report,  is  not  allowed  to 
be  published,  hut  kept  among  a few  ? When  I 
see  that  the  report  of  the  committee  is  not 
unanimous,  a id  that  there  is  a minority  re- 
port - rgaod  by  one-third  of  their  committee,  I 
canuo!  but  believe  that  the  report  was  a fore- 
gone conclusion.  Somebody  had  to  be  the 
scape-goat,  and  who  so  fit  as  Smit  h ? N ow  let  me 
ask  any  candid  person  to  read  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  testimony,  “ if  they  can  yet 
it,'  a d .tell  me  if  they  twr.mot  see  the  venom 

••ti'!1  ' ■ut,  JT  tliovj ’■■,  «.■«■>  .Mj'-mili.iai 

of  tli.  board  of  Aldermen  who  wish  to  see  jus- 
tice done.  For  after  postponing  action  on  the 
report’  of  the  committee  for  several  weeks, 
when  they  do  meet,  to  take  action  on  the  re7 
port,  the  motion  to  adopt  the  majority  report 
of  th*  committee  is  lost,  but  here  one  gentle- 
man not  knowing  which  way  to  vote,  is  allow- 
ed to  change  his  vote  after  voting  with  the  ma- 
joriiT,  and  the  final  result  is,  the  majority  re- 
port of  the  committee  is  adopted  by  a majority 
of  two.  What  an  overwhelming  victory  for  Che 
society!  Now  there  are  a few  things  I would 
like  to  know.  How  could  Dr.  Toxey  come  to 
nie  on  the  first  of  June,  and  ask  me  to  niaks 
out  my  proposal  and  give  it  to  him?  If  my 
proposals  to  him  in  March,  were  so  repulsive 
to  him?  vvas  some  friend  going  to  put  in  a pro- 

How 

p that  fancy  ouair  ciosSL  after  1 

had  unde  siioh  base  propositions  to  him?  Why 
did  he  Inspect  my  place  on  Government  street 
savemi  times,  and  examine  into  my  business 
> rail iisiiiH or, a toon,  anem  fco  be  ; > part-icu- 

1.1?  tt*  a outflow  1 . managed  th,.  business? 
How  could  ho  stand  it  to  come  so  often  to  my 
office  aud  be  so  friendly  with  me  after  such 
base  propositions  had  been  made?  I could  al- 
most believe  that  Dr.  Toxey  and  Dr.  Savage 
were  the  two  others  “not  mentioned  " iu 
Messrs.  Moses  and  Fort’s  propositions  tome? 
and  how  could  Dr.  Toxey  after  tolling  the. com 


icals;  Ciiarcoai  ashes,  swamp  muck,  etc.,  just  j mittee  that  lie  oould  not  think  of  entertain  lug 
such  questions  as  a man  would  ask  who  con-  j my  proposal,  that  I was  so  low  and  base  as  to 
templaied  going  into  the  same  business.  £ ! approach  him  with  a bribe,  that  same  evening 


wrote  a communication  to  that  other  member 
of  the  committee,  telling  him  of  these  facts, 
and  offering  to  prove  what  I said.  Aocl  I heard 
afterwards  that,  when  this  gentleman  told  Dr. 
Toxey  about  my  communication,  he,  Dr. 
Toxey,  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  there 
before,  f heard  hDo  that  the  committee  had 
concluded  to  have  the  dumping  ground  inside 
the  city  limits,  aud  that  Dr.  Savage  was  the 


only-  person  that  proposed  furnishing  a place 
inside  the  city  limits.  There  were 


were  Uut  three 


proposals  before  the  committee,  Dr.  Savage’s, 
Mr.  Ouristopher’s,  and  mine.  Mine  was 


“W  OXDNANCE  TO  PU«VT1)K  A PLACE  1’OJtTUI: 
DEPOSIT  OP  MUKC  SOIL  AND  SO AVENOlUiS 
in; fuse  mat  n:u,  s ee. 

Dm-  ft  U . Jfu y.ftf  DlVT’-Y'' 

ti/na  ( Online.'..  Conned  nj  f-’n  ( uy  of  Mohih , j 

That  a curtain  lot  of  land  situated  on  the  i 
north  side  of  Government  street,  owned  .by  ’ 
W.  D.  Smith,  and  known  as  the  old  Wood- 
cock place,  is  hereby  made  the  dumping 
ground  for  all  night  soil  and  scavengers,  re- 
fuse matter,  etc. 

lie,  it  further  ordained.  That  all  scavengers 
and  night  men  are  reojiircd  t<>  transport  to 
t li&t  certidie  spot,  all  night-  Soil  and  refuse 
imiTter  that  may  be  her. 'after  collected  in  the. 
oft;  . and  shall  deposit  the  same  thereunder 
the  penalty  of  such  fine  as  the  Mayor  may 
impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

lie  it  f urther  ordn  'nied,  That  the  Joint  Hos- 
pital Committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
into  a contract  with  th  - said  W.  II.  Smith, 
the  owner  of  the  property  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed, for  the  use  of  said  property  for  such 
time  aud  under  such  conditions  as  they  shall 
deem  advisably  for  the  purpose  herein  de- 
scribed, provided  the  same  shall  entail  no  ex- 
pense to  the  city,  and  they  shall  report  their 
action  in  the  premises  to  the  City  Boards. 

. C.  Toxey,  Chairman, 

Hospital  Committee.  ’ ’ 


thrown  out;  that  left _ Dr.  Savage  and  VL 
' ^'istopher.  Mr.  Christopher’s  place  being 
| outside,  the  city  limits,  he  had  110  showing;  so 
| nothing  remained  but  for  Dr.  Savage  to  take 
the  contract.  It  was  proposed  to  give  it  to 
give  VA(e\uuoi’  parties  a chance  to  fiiib’ a r l u> 
inside  the  city  limits,  and  an  adjournment 
agreed  to  for  three  days.  Bat  what  good  rea- 
son the  committee  could  have  for  wanting  to 
' keep  this  nuisance  inside  the  city  limits,  i 
uoi  r could  see.  Perhaps  others  can.  At  this 
time  T went  to  see  Dr.  Cochrane,  who  informed 
: me  of  the  contents  of  Dr.  Savage’s  proposal, 
and  that  the  only  difference  between  his  and 
mine  was,  that  he.  Dr.  Savage,  proposed  to 
j clean  out  the  privies  at  the  City  Hospital,  lli- 
1 nici  pal  Buildings  aud  guardhouse,  for  nothing. 
He  toid  me  to  send  in  a proposal  to  do  the 
same,  which  I did.  He  also  said  he  would 
| (and  he  did)  write  a eomniunieoition  for  iiie  to 
j the  co-umittea  against  k>j -o>ing  this  unisanc. 

, inside  the  city,  dirccfcir < m ■,  oot  to  give  it 
j the  chairman  -of  the  onninft-tee,  but  to  Mayo, 
‘ker.  as  .lib  not  think  that  Dr.  Toxev 


| come  in  company  with  Dr.  Savage,  and  invite 
me  to  take  a drink  with  them,  which  luvita- 
1 tion  1 accepted,  and  wo  went  into  John  Mey- 
j er’s  b.iloon  and  drank  together.  Dr.  L'oxey 
i paying  for  ft.  1 cannot  see  how  Dr.  Toxey 
could  force  his  feelings  to  that  extent.  Had  I 
; !.iio"  --.thou,  what  I do.now,  I am  sure  I would 
not  J ive  drank  with  him.  Was  it  not  a great 
j error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Toxey  to 
urge  the  claims  of  Smith  before  the  boards  in 
j the  month  of  March  last?  But  thou  there  were 
no  other  bidders — it  was  later  that  Dr.  Sav- 
■ age  got  bo  be  a bidder,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
t WAS  ouly  thou  that  1 am  found  to  be  such  a 


Mr.  Hami  lton  said  that  he  had  some  business 
with  me  and  fouutl  that  I was  a rascal  and 
unworthy  of  trust.  “ That's  pretty  heavy." 
Now  let  me  state  (except  buying  drugs  in  his 
store  which  I always  paid  for)  the.  only 
business  transaction  that  I ever  had  with 
Mr.  A.  J.  Hamilton:  In  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, he  employed  me  to  clean  his  vault. 

I did  so,  and  sent  him  a bill  for  §22.50,  the 
price  for  hauling  three  (3)  loads.  He  paid  the 
bill  and  never  complained  to  me  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  the  bjll,  nor  as  to  the  manner  iu 
which  the  work  was  done.  It  was  only  a few 
days  ago  when  1 called  upon  him  to  know 
wherein  I had  proved  myself  such  a rascal  in 

t* US 1 1 1 c * : v r *V . hr  , t'  tV.A •'  /" i co  vtbK  h'CcttTt 

complaint  made.  He  then  said  that  I had 
agreed  to  haul  two  loads  for  $15 — so  I did,  but 
I had  to  haul  three,  and  that  is  how  the  bill 
came  to  be  *7  50  more.  No  w I was  in  his  store 
several  times  after  that  job  was  done;  if  he 
had  any  complaints  to  make  why  did  he  not 
make  them  to  me?  but  he  never  made  any. 
i No.  it  (v  I ■ necessary  before  the  Dumping 
j Gro.iun  lave-oigating  Committee  sat.  There 
are  three  pe.-.- >ns — Drs.  Cochrane  and  Toxey, 
and  W.  i.  , Smith  involved  in  this  matter. 

! Drs.  Go'jiir.rm  and  Toxey  are  hurU-fcoued  geu- 
! Clone  1,  I’M  *:  -mv  iii  ire-nincandiiigof  the  medi- 
cal society,  aud  fills  is  the  kind  of  evidence 
i used  to  ma;ve  Smith  out  the  rascal.  1 don’t 
! d«ny  bat  Smith  is  about  as  good  a subject  to  , 
i put  it:  oil  to  as  could  be  found,  but  Smith  has  ’ 
! enough  to  do  to  carry  his  own  burthens  and 
i sins,  without-  carrying  “others’,”  and. he.  don't 
i Intend  to.  I isinuot  help  but  think  it  was  a 
j great  error  os'  judgment  <>u  the  part  of  the 
: m:u««>ir  >ii’  me  [uvesCigaling  Domuiittee,  not 
to  have  found  out  whether  Drs.  Gaines  and 
Owen  wore  goiug  to  say  a good  word  of  me; 

; for  out  ->!’•  m Doctors  called  to  the  standby 

j the  mem  i ■ of  the  Medical  Society,  they 
! were  the  only  two  who,  -after  several  years’ 

! business  Iran  -actions,  that  didn’t  have  a bad 
i word  for  Smith,  la  concision,  T wish  to  say 
that  wiiatever  money  was  used  I borrowed  it 
j and  used  it  on  nature’s  first  impulse,  that  of 
self-preservation.  Let  those  who  condemn 
me  pnl  then-wires  in  >ny  place,  starting  as  I 
did  five  years  ago.  a poor  man  without-  means 
the  business  of  collecting  those  matters  that 
had  before  been  scattered  all  over  the  city 
breeding  a nuisance  and  making  out  of  it  an 
article  of  great  commercial  value,  with  every 
disadvantage  to  contend  with,  for  I was  a new 
comer  in  Mobile.  Let  them  remember  who 
worked  (No.  1.0)  every  night  for  two  years 
ruining  my  health  thereby— having  to  stand 
the  slurs  of  those  lazy  no  account  loafers 
wiio  are  a clog  :i  nd  misfortune  to  Mobile ; then 
after  live  years’  hard  work  other  parties  cal- 
culate to  reap  the  profits.  MTas  I nob  the  first 
mail  in  Mobile  that  offered  to  receive  these 
matters  free  of  charge  to  the  city  ; and  I 


base  fellow.  But  it  seems  to  me  taat  aituougu  * would  ask  any  candid  person  to  tell  me  how 
the  Committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  mMiy  could  be  found  that  would  not  use 
e conduct  of  the  Hospital  Committee,  and  money  for  their  own  protect 


the 

city  ••-Trials,  they  were  more  ea gaged  in  in- 
vest! -fifing  the  conduct  ofW.II.  Smith  f^the 
who  testified  how  great  a w retell  1 am,  twill 
reply  ill  a few  words.  Fuat,  A.  J.  Moses  says; 
alter  \mr  years  dealings  with  me  ho  finds  me 
w:i/  ’.  y .unreliable  as  to  truth  and  veracity. 
My  ‘ ’inflections  with  Moses  were  the  -5 : In 


protection?  Has  there 
never  been  money  used  before  in  Mobile,  not 
•Ion  > hv  individuals,  but  by  corporations ? I 


1865,  t bought  a buggy  from  him  on  urgent 
when  tile  time  came  L had  not  uu;  money  to 


for  one  know  here  'uft^ VdV  Gienlt*WasTtotie 
by  oar  own  people,  l am  certain  had  I not 

been  a Dutchman  no  such  wnn.+.  1.1  1 

been  brought  iu  

eproachable 


>>ay,  Paving  been  disappointed  in  ;ay  oollec 
’ oils,  but  without  going  to  a law  tit,  l paid 
-.loses  my  notes  as  they  fell  due,  bo  sides  all  in- 
terest, costs  and  his  lawyer’s  fees  voluntarily. 
$0  much  for  that.  A fter  that  IMoses  and  me 
mad.  arrangements  to  go  into  the  privy  clean- 
ing i isi ness  together.  I had  been  iu  eorro- 
spoi!  .pice  with  Mr.  Homer,  of  St.  Louis,  who 
had  (ff’ered  to  let  me  have  a machine  on  eight 
mom  hs  credi  t,  but  it  was  necessary  Tor  me  to 
go  I" -'st.  Louis  to  learn  how  to  work  the  ma- 
chine. It  was  arranged  time  WJ1N  fil  I.il' 


™ ™ u‘»iuoacaaDle  gentlemen 

weie  ashamed  ot  until  they  got  to  believe  that 
there  was  at  least  §10, DUG  per  year  iu  it 
Clear,  wit-bout  performing-  -any  labor.  \fv-  -i,l 
vice  to  ail  persons  wishing  to  start  « 
new  ousmes,  is  to  select  a city  where 
doctors  are  less  plentiful  than  in  Me  • ••  16 


>bile 


where  doctors  can  make  a living  without  u<f 
mg  into  street  contracts  and  cleaning  privies' 
A'i?  !low’  ‘?ail  attyoiKly  tell  Hie  how  it  w-,s 


that  the  whole 
friends  <>f  tin.  otf 


, ..  m -OW  it  was 

medical  fraternity,  and  the 
mr  parties,  are  summoned  to 


support  their  sSde;  wtlk' «?uc  t0 


invited  to  speak  for  mo.  Had  I ki 


, . U't} 

T , , T _ UOW11  how  T 

was  oemg  slandered  before  that  committee,  r 

3 should 


chairman  of  the  committee  after  all.  Hfcfti  I 
oould  not  help  thinking  hut  that  Drs.  Coch- 
rane and  Toxov  were  in  accord,  or  how  could 
Cochrane  tell  me  the  nature  of  Dr.  Savage’s 
proposal,  and  advise  me  to  change  mine  to  be 


This  removed  any  doubts  that  1 might  have 
had  about  Dr.  Toxey  being  my  friend,  and  in 
all  my  after  connections  with  him,  I was  per- 
fectly convinced  how  much  I was  in  error. 

I have  since  learned  when 
Committee  came  up  in  oi’der 

it  passed  the  Council,  but  ii_ . _ 

dermeu,  my  friend,  Mr.  James  Bond,  j place  inside  the  city  limits,  so  that  when  the 

amended  it  by  writing  sealed  proposals,  which  j committee  met  Dr.  Savage  was  .warded 
was  agreed  to.  A few  days  after  this,  I met  | the  contract.  I then  went  to  Dr.  Cooh- 
Dr.  Cochrane  who  said  that  a proposition  had  j rane  and  he  agreed  with  me  that 
been  made  to  him  to  join  a Joint  ’Mock  j something  was  “ rotten  in  Denmark." 
Fertilizing  and  Dumping  Ground  Company,  He  said  ho  had  boon  deceived  and  was  “ out,” 
and  that  he  had  declined  the  honor.  I then  1 himself,  but  whatever  happened  ho  would  see 


for  hnu  to  give  me  the  money  and  he  failin 
at  the  solicitations  of  other  parties,  I made 
business  arrangements  with  them  ; but  not 
unti*  ■'bit'll!  Mood-,  had  failed  to  furnish  me  the 
n'oir  y go  to  at.  Louis  with 


$iatk  of  Alabama,  Mobile 


>5?n 

ron  

ago  t Why  did  he  seek  me 
*ffioe  and  propose  that  lit  (Moses),  Mr 


Fori;  myself,  with  tv>o  others,  should  form  a 
jomr  stock  company,  stating  that  he  could  get 
tue  lumping  ground  contract— the  dumping 
ground  to  be  on  my  place.  After  that  we 
should  get  a contract  from  the  city,  to  clean 
out  dl  the  privies  in  tlie  city  fer  ten  years — a 


h.  Now  if  Moses  L^Wm.  M.  Loomis,  Notary  PubUc' 'h^and'7,1, 
taincd  aie  true  and  correct. 

wf ,w  wi  iziLgsf— 

Notary  Public,  Mobile  Co. 


- ~ 
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